Book reviews
Hand Surgery edited by J Edward Flynn MD ppxvi+1095 illustrated £15 8s Baltimore: Williams & Wilkins 1966 Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone Sterling Bunnell recorded his life work in hand surgery with a monumental volume, which has rightly been regarded as the 'Bible' by his disciples. There is a great deal to be said for putting on record the experiences of one man in a relatively limited field such as hand surgery: it may leave some gaps but at least there is continuity of style.
Nowadays it is fashionable to produce a book in which are assembled a series of chapters by acknowledged experts, under the general editorship of one of the contributors. To the editor falls the unhappy lot of attempting to deliver a comprehensive and coherent message in which overlap is avoided and there is some semblance of uniformity. Dr J Edward Flynn has tried to do this, but with no less than 58 contributors from both sides of the Atlantic, it has proved an impossible task.
Like the curate's egg, the book is good in parts; there is a great deal of overlap which makes it tiresome to read from cover to cover, though useful as a book of reference, particularly since there is a comprehensive bibliography at the end of each chapter.
The book is well produced and well illustrated and will doubtless find a place in libraries of plastic and orthopmedic surgery. I would doubt, however, that even the most ardent hand surgeon would be prepared to pay £15 8s to include it in his personal collection. London: Academic Press This interesting volume hardly qualifies for the term International Symposium: of the thirty-one main contributors twenty-eight are from Sweden, two from the USA, and one from Denmark. On the other hand, there are over five hundred and fifty references from writers of international repute. One cannot help being most impressed by the scope, attention to detail and the diverse fields covered by these Swedish research workers. This book certainly gives a very comprehensive and up-to-date account of the present trends on emotional stress and its accompanying physiological and psychological reactions. lt is doubtful if it throws any fresh light on this very difficult problem but it rather tends to emphasize just how complicated and poorly defined this field is. One gains the impression that we were rather optimistic about a break-through in this problem twenty years ago, but since then our progress, with more precise methods of research, has really not led to any spectacular advances. In fact, as investigations proceed further, fresh sets of problems arise which become more difficult to solve or even interpret. I would take exception to the remarks on page 215: 'When combat motivation is low the fear may prevent him from using his own weapons. Marshall, for example, found that only about 25 per cent of US troops used their weapons, and they were always the same 25 per cent.' The inference is wrong, and also Marshall's findings have never found any support.
This book is for the specialist and it should prove of value to any research worker in this field.
JOHN MCGHIE
Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy -1966 Proceedings of the Sixth Interscience Conference, Philadelphia, 26-28 October 1966 edited by Gladys L Hobby ppxii+772 illustrated $15 Ann Arbor: American Societyfor Microbiology 1967 London: HKLewis The 122 papers presented at the Sixth Interscience Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy fully justify the preface that 'Research is not complete until it is published'. A wide range of subjects is covered, including experimental studies on infectious diseases, the isolation, identification and clinical uses of antibiotics, problems of drug resistance and anti-tumour and anti-viral agents. The concluding papers discuss the increasing use of antibiotics in food production.
Several papers explore the value of synergic combinations of antibiotics. Various mixtures of
